Gerald "Jerry" Butts
February 1, 1939 - March 6, 2018

Gerald H. “Jerry” Butts
age 79, passed away on March 6, 2018. He was born in Cleveland, Ohio to Henry D. and
Emma (Holland) Butts. He was preceded in death by his parents and his brothers Dwelle
and Paul. Jerry retired after thirty years of teaching at Parkview Elementary in Wooster,
Ohio. He was an avid fisherman and outdoorsman and volunteered with the Boy Scouts of
America for over 50 years, serving on many committees and as a scoutmaster in
Painesville, Cleveland, Wooster, and Canton. He is survived by his loving wife Linda
Stevens-Butts, a devoted son David, a cherished aunt Bernice Holland, precious sistersin-law, many cousins, nieces, and nephews.
Calling hours will be held at Schneeberger Funeral Home, 2222 Fulton Rd., Canton, Ohio
on Friday, March 9, from 5:00pm-7:00pm. There will be a short graveside service,
Saturday at 11 am at Highland Park Cemetery on Chagrin Blvd. in Cleveland.
Condolences can be sent to the family at http://www.SchneebergerFuneral.com.
Schneeberger 330-456-8237
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Comments

“

I moved to Ohio at the beginning of my 6th grade year. It was really hard going to a
new school and making new friends. Mr. Butts made things easier. He was always
easy to talk to, happy and encouraging. He encouraged me to come out of my shell,
make friends and get involved when I just wanted to hide from everyone. Thank you
Mr. Butts!!

Mackenzie Heath - March 28, 2018 at 12:13 PM

“

I had the privilege of having Mr. Butts as a teacher and then again as a Scoutmaster.
Looking back on my youth, I remember him as a truly great part of it. I was very
saddened to hear of his passing. I hope that some day my sons can say that they
had a “ Mr. Butts” in their life. I know that I’m glad I did!

Ernie Edgell - March 25, 2018 at 05:43 PM

“

It was always an honor to work with Mr. Butts. He was always a gentleman and had
our students as his priority. The world was a better place with him in it. You will be
missed, Jerry.

Ann Irvin - March 18, 2018 at 06:10 PM

“

Peggy Dougherty lit a candle in memory of Gerald "Jerry" Butts

Peggy Dougherty - March 12, 2018 at 04:54 PM

“

Well her daughter did for her mother. Wishing she could have came to the service as well.
Jerry was a very nice man to everyone he met.
Peggy Dougherty - March 12, 2018 at 04:59 PM

“

Mr. Butts was not only a sixth grade teacher for my sister and I but also a mentor,
over 20 years ago, that will always have a lasting impact on our lives. We lived down
the road from him and as we'd walk by we would stop and say hello. One summer
we asked if we could do lawn work for him and he quickly put us to work teaching us
how to mow and use a weed eater. He was always there to guide us, beyond the
oversized clown suit he wore at Mardi Gras. Thank you, to all of Mr. Butts' family, for
sharing such a wonderful person with the community. He will always be remembered.
Jessica (Clason) Stutz

Jessica - March 09, 2018 at 07:49 PM

“

Jerry was one of the first leaders I met when I became involved in Boy Scouts at
Troop 244. Although it was only a short time we worked together, it was his
dedication to the boys and enthusiasm to teach that sticks with me as I continue to
follow in his footsteps today.

James Golden - March 09, 2018 at 09:18 AM

“

Mr Butts was my Scout Master for Troop 74. He was a great mentor and really
helped shape the man I've become. He was great man who will be missed.

Brett Duncan - March 08, 2018 at 06:19 PM

“

Dearest Linda, David and family,
We are so thankful to God for allowing Jerry to be part of our family. He truly will live
on as one of God's most generous gifts. May all of the infectious love, warmth and
kindness which he exuded, provide comfort in the tremendous burden of his loss.
Praying for God's blessings for you.
the Botchvaroff's

Botchvaroff family - March 08, 2018 at 11:35 AM

“

Mr. Butts was one of my favorite teachers. He was one of the few who taught you the
difference between right and wrong. He use to talk to me about what it takes to
become a man. I looked up to him quite a bit as a child and thought of him often
when I drive by Parkview. My condolences to the family. His warm and caring nature
will be missed by many.

Brandt - March 08, 2018 at 10:26 AM

“

It was my honor to work with Jerry - he was an outstanding educator and human
being. As a teacher, he exemplified a true role model for his students - he will be
remembered by all those he taught. Lew Stern

Lew Stern - March 07, 2018 at 07:45 PM

“

Mr. Butts was my sixth grade teacher at Parkview. I remember enjoying learning in
his classroom and what was really wonderful is that my son had him before he
retired. He took an interest in my son's learning and in him. Learning didn't come
easy for my son and one time he took my son fishing and it is a memory that my son
still cherishes. It also shows what an amazing and kind man he was.

Cynthia Thompson - March 07, 2018 at 07:38 PM

“

Amy Lones lit a candle in memory of Gerald "Jerry" Butts

Amy Lones - March 07, 2018 at 06:43 PM

“

Pat Messenger lit a candle in memory of Gerald "Jerry" Butts

Pat Messenger - March 07, 2018 at 03:32 PM

“

Linda, Our thoughts and prayers are with today and always.We didn't know Jerry for
long, but he was a member of our family because you were my adopted sister. He
was an uncle to Carrie and we will always remember him fondly and with love.

Pat Messenger - March 07, 2018 at 03:31 PM

“

Mr Butts was one of the nicest men on Earth...He was my mom's (Ellie) landlord in
Wooster & they became good friends. He was very compassionate & had such a
gentle heart. He will surely be missed by Linda & his family members. You all were
lucky to have him in your lives~ With sympathy & warm regards~ Lenni, Dave & TJ
(Ellie's daughter, Son-in-law & Grandson

Lenni Howell - March 07, 2018 at 02:54 PM

“

I’d have to write a book. I have so many terrific memories of this wonderful man. He
was the epitome of a role model for so many of us. If you ever met him, you’re lucky.
If you had him in your life, your blessings are numerous and significant. If he was to
you what he was (and will always be) to me then I’m sorry that we share this loss. I’m
also sorry that I’m supposed to be sharing a story of memory and not lamenting so
bluesy. I’ll share two short story memories.
While driving to one of many fishing or camping trips, Mr Butts, David, Chad
(Frederick) and I were reciting the scout motto. At the end of “cheerful, thrifty, brave,
clean and reverent,” Mr Butts light heartedly added, “and romantic!”
Another memory comes from a road trip on our way to go fishing. I remember Mr
Butts singing a song that I’m guessing he made up. The lyrics, as I recall, were, “I’m
goin fishin, ain’t I a lucky dog, yes I’m goin fishin now ain’t I a lucky dog?”
David, thank you for sharing your dad. He was the very best.

Eddie Edgell - March 07, 2018 at 11:37 AM

“

"Thank you for sharing your dad."
I love that.
Thank you Eddie.
David
David - March 07, 2018 at 06:11 PM

“

Dear Linda,
I am so sorry for your loss. Jerry was a gentle, fine, caring and compassionate man
who I know cared for you deeply. My thoughts and prayers are with you during this
difficult time. Jerry's warm smile and kindness will be sadly missed.

Tara Barker - March 07, 2018 at 11:05 AM

“

Mr. Butts taught both of my children, John and Karen Suchan, during the 80’s at
Parkview. He was a wonderful, inspiring teacher they always talked about. Karen had
a brief encounter with him at Parkview when she was showing off her school to her
young daughter, maybe ten years ago. Mr. Butts was so gracious and warm in
remembering her. That’s just the kind of person he was. May he Rest In Peace.
Ken Suchan

Ken Suchan - March 07, 2018 at 10:26 AM

“

Cyndi Battles lit a candle in memory of Gerald "Jerry" Butts

Cyndi Battles - March 07, 2018 at 09:16 AM

“

Mr. Butts was one of my children's favorite teachers at Parkview. Enjoyed being a room
mother in his class and taking care of a variety of animals from his class over breaks! You
always held a special place in the Battles Family.RIP
Condolences to the family.
Cyndi Battles - March 07, 2018 at 09:19 AM

“

Linda and David,
Mr. Butts was one of the most sincere and caring teachers that I've had the joy of working
with. Thank you for allowing us the opportunity to love him for the man that he was.
Officer Ken Linz
Ken - March 08, 2018 at 08:39 AM

“

I'm so very very Sorry. Mr. Butts was my most favorite Teacher back in Parkview
Elementary School. His beautiful heartwarming SMILE and Kind Ways were
undoubtedly cherished and something Held close to my heart always. You have my
deepest condolences to you and prayers for his loving Family. Christine "McManus"
Kaser

Christine Kaser - March 07, 2018 at 08:11 AM

“

Linda and familyI am so sorry for your loss and you are in my thoughts and prayers
Jane Burt

Jane Burt - March 07, 2018 at 07:29 AM

“

Hello this is Dakota Ashburn I wish y'all the best he was my teacher in school and
me not having a father he helped with more than just school he was one very smart
patient man and he will be missed

Dakota ashburn - March 07, 2018 at 04:34 AM

“

Mr. Butts was one of the best teachers that our son, Doug, ever had. He was kind
and fair and he knew how to get the best from each of his students. Our sympathy
goes out to his family. The Johnston Family

Gennie Johnston - March 06, 2018 at 10:24 PM

“

Mr. Butts was my favorite teacher. He always had a smile for us. My favorite thing
was when we hatched baby chickens. I remember getting to go with him and a
couple of other kids to pick up the eggs and he stopped and got us all sherbet.

Deana - March 06, 2018 at 09:26 PM

“

I remember this too! Maybe not the same year, or maybe so, but it was a fond memory.
Jessica - March 09, 2018 at 07:54 PM

“

What a great man and beloved teacher ! He always had a smile n took time with
each of his students at Parkview In Wooster ,Ohio. Please accept our deepest
sympathy ♡
James,Susan and Tracy Clyde

Susan Clyde - March 06, 2018 at 08:15 PM

“

Mr. Butts ---a wonderful man who Lived in Grandma Houser's house in Wooster; was a
cherished friend to all, especially my parents, Ray and Lucille Houser and will be greatly
missed. For all your acts of kindness, I thank you. Peace, love, and prayers to the family.
God bless----David, Tonya, and John Houser
Tonya Houser - April 15, 2018 at 01:02 PM

