Willie L. Tharp
July 1, 1938 - August 8, 2020

Willie L. Tharp
a lifelong resident of Canton, Ohio departed this life Saturday morning, August 8, 2020. As
a beloved father, grandfather, entrepreneur, and friend, Willie will be greatly missed. He
was born on July 1, 1938 to William T. and Lola Mae Tharp. He retired from Willie’s Muffler
Shop located on Navarre Road SW of Canton Ohio as a proud self-employed auto
mechanic of over fifty years of service. As a staple to the community, Mr. Willie Tharp was
a determined, hardworking employer that was dedicated to his customers. His drive to
succeed in all that he accomplished allowed for him to become a leader among men while
enjoying the simple things in life which included his hobbies of fishing, hunting and
gunsmithing. In addition to his parents, William and Lola Tharp, he was preceded in death
by siblings, Samuel Tharp, Mattie Smart and Elizabeth Felton; stepson Ronnie Hill; and
grandson Kareem Hill. Mr. Willie Tharp’s legacy will survive through the memories and
lives of his daughters, Karen Riffle, Vonita Tharp and Charlotte Tharp; eight grandchildren;
15 great grandchildren; and a host of other treasured relatives. Visitation and service
Thursday in The Schneeberger Funeral Home from 5-7 pm. Committal service will be
Friday at 11 am at Evergreen Memorial Gardens. Donations may be made to the family. To
share a memory or sign the online guest book, visit us at www.SchneebergerFuneral.com
Schneeberger 330-456-8237

Cemetery

Events

Evergreen Memorial Gardens AUG
2698 Broadway Avenue

13

Louisville, OH, 44641

Service

05:00PM - 07:00PM

Schneeberger Funeral Home
2222 Fulton Road N.W., Canton, OH, US, 44709

AUG
14

Graveside Service

11:00AM

Evergreen Memorial Gardens
2698 Broadway Avenue, Louisville, OH, US, 44641

Comments

“

I had known Willie since 1971, he worked with my husband Nick Kneffler Sr at Midas
Muffler and then again when Willie had his own shop. Great man and truly a
awesome friend. He will be missed very much. Blessings
to his family. Fay Cody
(Kneffler)

Fay Cody - August 13, 2020 at 11:01 PM

“

Eric Kneffler, Nick Kneffler Jr., & Fay Cody purchased the Simply Elegant
Spathiphyllum for the family of Willie L. Tharp.

Eric Kneffler, Nick Kneffler Jr., & Fay Cody - August 13, 2020 at 03:31 PM

“

My condolences to the Tharp family. I grew up with Willie in the Harrison Ave.Ferndale Road neighborhood, in the '40s and 50s A bunch of us would play marbles,
ride our carts and shoot basketball including Willie. He went to Edgefield Grade
School and Lehman High School with my sister Marilyn. We rode the bus to school
together. I remember what such a nice guy he was and how determined he was to go
to Lehman with the rest of his friends. He played a good game of football for coach
Robinson and the Polar Bears. I will never forget him.
Several years ago I ran into Willie while getting my muffler replaced. He still
remembered me and called me by "Bobby" as I was called in those wonderful
childhood days.
I speak for all our old buddies - Tommy, Larry, and Jimmy - that we will miss him.
May God bless him and
May he rest in peace.
Bobby Di Simone

Robert N. Di Simone, M.D. - August 13, 2020 at 08:22 AM

“

Blue Caribbean Bouquet was purchased for the family of Willie L. Tharp.

August 12, 2020 at 05:35 PM

“

I grew up with Willie and went to Lehman High School with him. He was loved by all
who knew him and a very good football player. We also played sandlot football in Ink
park which was located right behind his home. He was a wonderful human being
May He rest in peace. Tom Wackerly

THOMAS R WACKERLY - August 12, 2020 at 12:19 PM

